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time and in a manner approved or pre-
scribed by the Regional Supervisor, 
and submit meteorological data from a 
facility. 

Subparts D–I [Reserved] 

Subpart J—Pipelines and Pipeline 
Rights-of-Way 

§ 550.1011 Bond requirements for pipe-
line right-of-way holders. 

(a) When you apply for, or are the 
holder of, a right-of-way, you must: 

(1) Provide and maintain a $300,000 
bond (in addition to the bond coverage 
required in 30 CFR part 256 and 30 CFR 
part 556) that guarantees compliance 
with all the terms and conditions of 
the rights-of-way you hold in an OCS 
area; and 

(2) Provide additional security if the 
Regional Director determines that a 
bond in excess of $300,000 is needed. 

(b) For the purpose of this paragraph, 
there are three areas: 

(1) The Gulf of Mexico and the area 
offshore the Atlantic Coast; 

(2) The areas offshore the Pacific 
Coast States of California, Oregon, 
Washington, and Hawaii; and 

(3) The area offshore the Coast of 
Alaska. 

(c) If, as the result of a default, the 
surety on a right-of-way grant bond 
makes payment to the Government of 
any indebtedness under a grant secured 
by the bond, the face amount of such 
bond and the surety’s liability shall be 
reduced by the amount of such pay-
ment. 

(d) After a default, a new bond in the 
amount of $300,000 shall be posted with-
in 6 months or such shorter period as 
the Regional Supervisor may direct. 
Failure to post a new bond shall be 
grounds for forfeiture of all grants cov-
ered by the defaulted bond. 

Subpart K—Oil and Gas 
Production Requirements. 

WELL TESTS AND SURVEYS 

§ 550.1153 When must I conduct a stat-
ic bottomhole pressure survey? 

(a) You must conduct a static 
bottomhole pressure survey under the 
following conditions: 

If you have . . . Then you must conduct . . . 

(1) A new producing reservoir, A static bottomhole pressure survey within 90 days after the date of first contin-
uous production. 

(2) A reservoir with three or more pro-
ducing completions, 

Annual static bottomhole pressure surveys in a sufficient number of key wells to 
establish an average reservoir pressure. The Regional Supervisor may require 
that bottomhole pressure surveys be performed on specific wells. 

(b) Your bottomhole pressure survey 
must meet the following requirements: 

(1) You must shut-in the well for a 
minimum period of 4 hours to ensure 
stabilized conditions; and 

(2) The bottomhole pressure survey 
must consist of a pressure measure-
ment at mid-perforation, and pressure 
measurements and gradient informa-
tion for at least four gradient stops 
coming out of the hole. 

(c) You must submit to the Regional 
Supervisor the results of all static 
bottomhole pressure surveys on Form 
BOEM–140, Bottomhole Pressure Sur-
vey Report, within 60 days after the 
date of the survey. 

(d) The Regional Supervisor may 
grant a departure from the require-

ment to run a static bottomhole pres-
sure survey. To request a departure, 
you must submit a justification, along 
with Form BOEM–140, Bottomhole 
Pressure Survey Report, showing a cal-
culated bottomhole pressure or any 
measured data. 

CLASSIFYING RESERVOIRS 

§ 550.1154 How do I determine if my 
reservoir is sensitive? 

(a) You must determine whether each 
reservoir is sensitive. You must clas-
sify the reservoir as sensitive if: 

(1) Under initial conditions it is an 
oil reservoir with an associated gas 
cap; 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 13:23 Aug 17, 2012 Jkt 226121 PO 00000 Frm 00360 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\226121.XXX 226121er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
2V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



351 

Ocean Energy Management, Interior § 550.1167 

(2) At any time there are near-crit-
ical fluids; or 

(3) The reservoir is undergoing en-
hanced recovery. 

(b) For the purposes of this subpart, 
near-critical fluids are: 

(1) Those fluids that occur in high 
temperature, high-pressure reservoirs 
where it is not possible to define the 
liquid-gas contact; or 

(2) Fluids in reservoirs that are near 
bubble point or dew point conditions. 

(c) The Regional Supervisor may re-
classify a reservoir when available in-
formation warrants reclassification. 

(d) If available information indicates 
that a reservoir previously classified as 
non-sensitive is now sensitive, you 
must submit a request to the Regional 
Supervisor to reclassify the reservoir. 
You must include supporting informa-
tion, as listed in the table in § 550.1167, 
with your request. 

(e) If information indicates that a 
reservoir previously classified as sen-
sitive is now non-sensitive, you may 
submit a request to the Regional Su-
pervisor to reclassify the reservoir. 
You must include supporting informa-
tion, as listed in the table in § 550.1167, 
with your request. 

§ 550.1155 What information must I 
submit for sensitive reservoirs? 

You must submit to the Regional Su-
pervisor an original and two copies of 
Form BOEM–0127; one of the copies 
must be a public information copy in 
accordance with §§ 550.186 and 550.197, 
and marked ‘‘Public Information.’’ You 
must also submit two copies of the sup-
porting information, as listed in the 
table in § 550.1167. You must submit 
this information: 

(a) Within 45 days after beginning 
production from the reservoir or dis-
covering that it is sensitive; 

(b) At least once during the calendar 
year, but you do not need to resubmit 
unrevised structure maps 

(§ 550.1167(a)(2)) or previously submitted 
well logs (§ 550.1167(c)(1)); 

(c) Within 45 days after you revise 
reservoir parameters; and 

(d) Within 45 days after the Regional 
Supervisor classifies the reservoir as 
sensitive under § 550.1154(c). 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

§ 550.1165 What must I do for en-
hanced recovery operations? 

(a) [Reserved] 
(b) Before initiating enhanced recov-

ery operations, you must submit a pro-
posed plan to the BSEE Regional Su-
pervisor and receive approval for pres-
sure maintenance, secondary or ter-
tiary recovery, cycling, and similar re-
covery operations intended to increase 
the ultimate recovery of oil and gas 
from a reservoir. The proposed plan 
must include, for each project res-
ervoir, a geologic and engineering over-
view, Form BOEM–0127 (submitted to 
BOEM) and supporting data as required 
in § 550.1167, 30 CFR 250.1167, and any 
additional information required by the 
BSEE Regional Supervisor. 

(c) [Reserved] 

§ 550.1166 What additional reporting is 
required for developments in the 
Alaska OCS Region? 

(a)–(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Every time you are required to 

submit Form BOEM–0127 under 
§ 550.1155, you must request an MER for 
each producing sensitive reservoir in 
the Alaska OCS Region, unless other-
wise instructed by the Regional Super-
visor. 

§ 550.1167 What information must I 
submit with forms and for approv-
als? 

You must submit the supporting in-
formation listed in the following table 
with the form identified in column 1 
and for the approval required under 
this subpart identified in column 2: 

SRI BOEM–0127 
(2 copies) Reservoir reclassification 

(a) Maps: 
(1) Base map with surface, bottomhole, and completion locations 

with respect to the unit or lease line and the orientation of rep-
resentative seismic lines or cross-sections ................................. ........................................

(2) Structure maps with penetration point and subsea depth for 
each well penetrating the reservoirs, highlighting subject wells; 
reservoir boundaries; and original and current fluid levels ......... √ √ 
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